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PART I = PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


aA 


GRNERAL. 

Rae , 
Seasonal conditions. During January good rains (extremely heavy on the coast) fe] jill 
in Norshera districts. Central districts received scattered light to moderate raj (ote 


fall but there was little rain of consequence in Southern districts. In both wis 
Central and Southern districts good rains are neo.ed soon to secure satisfactory 41s 
potato yieldse Drought conditions in the west were unrelicvede ai 


Soil erosions A ten years programme announced by the Premier to control erosion j 4: 
WS. involves a capital outlay of £65,500 and an anmal expenditure of £375 5006 i 
Other related works will cost at least £50,000 annually. Under a:‘State~wide 
scheme being developed as part of the post-war plans, 750,000 acres in the casterr 
‘and central divisions will be enbraced in official soil conservation projects, 


{i 
wl : 
ye 
Barloye The target fixed by Production Executive for the 1944/45 season is 114. I) 
cusicls. This is 42% greater than the current year's target of 8 me bushels, 

} 
Bishe The recorded NeS.W. catch (214) me lbe,) in 1942/43 represented a decline 0, 
tec ile lobe (16%) on 1941.2 and 705 me Lbe (26%) on 1938/39. Trawled supplics ~ 
deciinsd stecply but there was a small increase in production by inshore fi wiermen 


FRODUCTION OF FISH: N.S.W. 


1938/39 194.4 A,2 


Ibe lbe 


uw Source 


6,862,800 
18 577-86), 


25,65 7,66) =. 


2, 240,062 
19,133,518 


21,573 580 


12,3089 54.0 
1198.2, 590 


28 59 324030 


The foacde standard for 194.3/hy season's wheat in NeSeW. has been fixed at 
6hi: lbe per bushele The standard was 63 lbe in 1942/3, 64 lbs in 1944/,2 and 623 — 


{Wh 


in 19h0=I.4 i 


The Wheat Harvesting Awerd is to operate retrospectively to 15th November, 1943. | 
The awaxd was made in Ootobers 194.3, but its operation was suspended pending action" 
by the Federal Government to compensate growors for increased costs. Wheat growers 
were granted an additional tale per bushel for this purposes Suspension of the awa 
is to contime in respect of hay and ccreals other than wheat until the Government 
makes provision to mect any added costs to growers. 


Wacat growers have been asked to forward their applications for licenses + in 
the 19/)./).5 season by 18th February 2 


: 


WOOL. : 


Delays experienced by wool growers as compered with last season’in getting their ~ 
wool transported to appraisement centres have been overcome in recent weeks. At mid) 
Decenbe> errivals, of wool in Sydney mmbeved nearly 102,000 bales less than at the | 
correspond’ ng date in the previous season. At late-Jamary, this ‘season's arrivals | 
were almost 17,000 bales greater than last season's. ‘The comparative position as 10, 
arrivals and apprai sements “in Sydney is show below « 


Sydney A9h2/,3 19h3 Jude 
Arvivols 845,218 bales 861,946 bales Increase 16,728 


Avpreisements 760,265 +" 681,97. * Decrease 78,201 


26 
PART II. FINANCE AND TRADE. 
GENERAL, 


The preparation, as a matter of urgency, of plans for an extensive programme of 
public works, has been authorised by the National Works Council. An initial schedule 
(totalling roughly £200 m, and being double the volume of a pre-war year) is to 
consist of works of the highest priority suitable for immediate post war executions 
It is intended that these works should be undertaken as required to assist in the 
stabilisation of economic conditions in the carly post-war period. 

. Shipping freight rates from the United Kingdom to Australia and New Zealand were 
increased by 16¢/ 3% on February 1st. No change in freight rates from Australia to 
the United Kingdom has been announced. With increases in 1939 (25% in September 
and B37 in November) present freight rates from the United Kingdom to Australia 

are about 50% above pre=ware 

BOND YIELDS. 


Yields (estimated by the Commonwealth Bank) for a 2 and a 12 years Comonvwealth 
Bond carrying full tax liability remain steady. 


YIELDS ON COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT SECURITIES IN aUSTRALIA. 


Subject to Commonwealth Income Tax at Current Ratese 


Average in Six | Short-dated |Long-dated { Last Wednes- | Short-dated | Long-dated 
months ended. 2 yearse 12 yearse {day in month 2 yearse 12 years. 
: ' % 


% i % 

1941 JUNE 2056 3025 } 194.3—July Qo 7 ' 3023 
Deoe 2eIG 3 023 os Auge 2e.7 5023 

19). 2=June Ze: 3025 Septe 2e),/ ; 3023 
Dec. 204.8 302k Octe 2043 3 023 
194.3—June 2648 50235 Nove 20,8 302 
Deo. |. 2048 3.23 Doce 2048 562s 


STOCK EXCHANGE. 

There was no change during December in the Statistician's Index of Share Prices. 
The market is very firm with buyer's offering maximum prices for the principal 
sharese Relatively few shares are available at these limits, 


INDEX OF SHARE PRICES ~ SYDNEY. 


Prices of ordinary shares - excl. bankse Far value = 100. 
(Compiled by N.S.W. Govt. Statistician). 


Average far | Manufacturing Pastaral 
Monthe & Retail | Utilities 
Distributing 

1937 = Mare 
1939 re AUge 
1944 ~ Septe 
194.2 = April 

194.3 — AUS. 
Septe 

Octe 

Nove 

Dece 


(a} Highest point recorded. 


Je 
SAVINGS BANK IRFOSITS. 


Depositor's balances have resumed the high rate of expansion evident prior to the 
opening of the th Liberty Loan in Octobere. In NeSelf. they increased by £368 ms in 
December, as compared with £2 m. in November and 236 Me in September. Ocerespontal 
increases in Australia were £102 mey' £5e5 me and £1001 me 


For the half year ernied December depositor" s balances in N.S.W. increased by 
£1907 me in 194.3, or 76% more than £11.62 me in 1942. The Australian increase was 
£5603 me or 62% more than £34e7 me last yeare 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS: N.S.W. AND AUSTRALIA, 


Increase or i Increase or 
Deposits at end Decreasc(#) | Decrease(«#) 
of period. in period, in period. 


Per iode 


Year ended Junes 


4939 Po Bae ae 24,54 587 55155 
pe | ae Sy | «bs 
194.2 | on2538. 27h, 275 22,01, 
194.3 | 422,05 357,995 83,720 
Month: 191.2 = Sept. 101,385 2955396 59395 
Oct. | 103,583 301 rit £5035 

NOVe { 104.4930 305,92 hy. 
Docs 105, 245 309,012 3,085 
1943.—Septe || 134,163 39 2, 10 105125 
Octe ; 136, se eee mae 

Nove | 138,32 4,0), 068 5948 
Dec. |! 44,2, 108 Ab, 298 40,230 


WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES, 


Net sales (N.SeW. £357,000, Auste £882,000) in December were substantially less 
than in November, when receipts reflected the stimulus given by the war loan compaigne 


In both N.S.W. and Australia sales during the year ended December, 1943, were 
less than in 1942. 


NET FROCEEDS 3 FROM SALE OF WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES, 


| AUSTRALIA. 
Feriod ange Sa 
} 000 
Month =~ September | 658 
October | 753 
November 1,1.33 
Deceniber 292 352 wish, 882 


Half year erled Dec. 


2,717 | 34462 8,080 | 9,953 8849 


The value of sales by a group of large Sydney stores was 1.7% lower in November, 
194.5, than in Noverber, 1942. This was oonsiderably less than the percentage decline 
disclosed in each of the four preceding monthse 


Year ended Dece 


RETAIL TRADE. 


/Ineave 


le 


In the last faw months sales of wearing apparel have been higher than last year 
and the Percentage increases in November were: Dress Picce Goods 2 oly | 
Women 8 Weer 15%, Men's and Boy's Wear 92, and Boots and Shoes — Women's and 
Girl s°9 0% and Men's and Boy's 18.5%. Decreases in Household Piece Goods (29 o7*) 
Furniture (3305) and Hardware (149%) in Noverber were not quite so great as in 
Preceding months. 


RETAIL TRADE -— XPERIENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Fercentage Increase (+) or Decrease («) from corresponding period of the previous 
yeare 


renee 


August 


Eleven months 
Jan=N OV. 


Septenber November 


Value of Sales. 


WHOLESALH TRADE. 
Vet. ' : 
Sales by traders registered in N.S.W. under the Sales Tax Acts, £2101 Me in 
November were the highest since £21.9 me in april last. for the cleven month s | 
. ended Novembey sales amounted to £22009 me in 19.3 as compared with £21 7e/ Me in 
»194¢2,an increase of £302 m. Or 1.0 5joe5 
SALES BY TRADERS REGISTERED UNUER SALES TAX ACTS: N.S.W. 


TOTAL TAXABLE AND EXEMP? GOODS. 


Period 


#,' million 


Month = June 19 1. Buca 29 
July 1563 1607 19 08 

August 172 1807 
September A7e5 19 9 

October 1845 0b 

1861 2161 


November 


Eleven months Jans to Nove 


18507 


De 


PART III ~ INDUSTRIES, ETC. 


Australiats shipping position and ship-building industry are to be reviewed | 
a departmental committee composed of representatives of the Department of Posteifap 
Reconstruction, Supply and Shipping and Munitions. The committee is required to 
submit a report by the ond of April and to recommend plans for the vigorous peace 
time development of the ship-building industry. 


EMPLOYMENT IN NeS.We 


The estimated rumbor of salary and wage earners employed (excluding rural enplo 
and houschold domestios) increased by 800 (males 200 and females 600) in November, 
194.30 Private employment inoreased by 1,600 (males 1,200 and females 400) wit the 
was a reduction of 800 in Government employment, in which males declined by 1,000 
and females increased by 200. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
ESTIMATED WAGE & SALARY EARNERS EMELOYED (EXCL. RURAL WORKERS & HOUSEHOLD DOMESTIC) 


(Includes Civil Constructional Corps in N.S.W.) 


| FEMALES. 


End of Totale 
Month 
ae t000 

1939 —=July 69603 

1941 -July 769 05 
Nove Ble2x 

19).2-July 769 02 
Septe 767026 

aia 771 ‘4 

° Th 

July Tike 
AUG e T7507 
Septe 77509 
Octe 177 fet 
NOVe T7109 


x November, 194.1, highest recorded. f September, 1942, lowest since November, 19416 


Employment rose fairly steadily from 7672 in September, 1942, to 7779 in 
November, 1943, an inorease of 10,700. Over the greater part of the period the 
increase oocurred in Government employment, which rose by 14,000 from September, 
191.2, to July, 1943, whilst private employment declined by 7,100. Subsequently 
these trends were reversed, and in the period July to November, 19.3, Government 
employment declined by 1,500 and private employment increased by 5,300. 


6> 
N.S.Ws INCREASE OR DECREASE IN EMELOYMEW: 


(Excluding Rural Employees and Household Domestic Se) 


SePe, 194.2 July to Septe, 19,2 
x o to July, 1943 Nove, 19436 to Nove, 19.58 _ 


Government ~ Males (=) 500 ~) 25700 -) 3,200 
Females | (+)14,500 (+) 1,200 +) 15,700 __ 
ati: Total __ (+)14,000 __ (=) 1,500 | (+) 12,5500) 
Private ~ Males ; ‘3 +) 1,500 (-) 6,400 
® Homales | (+) 2,800 | (+) 3,800 | (+) 6,600 
Total ie (=) 7,100 (+) 5,300 (-) 1,800 
Total ~ Males -) 1051.00 (=) 1,200 -) 411,600 
Females 


4 


+) 17,300 (+) 5,000 +) 22,300 
TRANSEORT 


Railwayse Passengers carried in December, 19.3, mumbered slightly more than in 
December, 194.2, but there was a small decrease in goods carried and in progr csrnines. 


Operations in the first half of 1943/. resulted in an excess of carnings over 
the working expenses brought to account in monthly statements of ,1J;7,000e This 
is £235,000 less than last year, the decline being due to higher worlting. expenses. 
Gross earnings increased by £440,000 (2.5%), passenger journeys by 669 m (6% and 
goods and livestock carried by 35,000 tonse 


NeSeW. GOVERMENT RATIMAYS, 


_ Month of, December | Half year enied December. 


‘Year | Passenger 
Journeys 


Goods & Gross Net . 
Livestock | Barnings | Barnincss, 
Tonnage D 


assenger 


Journeys 


Million Million 


1939 1561 


89 01 8,468 78 
49401 1605 eS. 95572 | 
1944 19 61 10765 952.8 435133 |. 45377 
191.2 199 11602 10,038 na h.y682 
194.3 ed 4,552 2,845 42361 10,073 : 17,722 | boi7 


p Gross Barnings less Working Expenses, available to pay Interest, ctcs, 
on Railway loan debt, £607 me in 1942.3) 


“MOTOR REGISTRATIONS. 


Registrations rose progressively in the last half of 1913 and the Deo anbeis 
insrease (cars 1,317, lorries and vans 799; all vehicles 2,496) was consicerably 
in excess of any previous war-time monthe 

Car registrations have increased by 7,221 since July, 191.2, but are still 
39,388 below pro-ware Lorries and vans have mede substantial recovery; they — 
declined by 6,71 up to July, 194.2, and thence increased hy 4170. Motor cycles 
renain below the low level of July, 1942. 


Te 
MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED: NeSeW. 


Lorries | Taxi | Omni- Motar=cycles 
Date ar Peridd Cars & Gaba FpuscsatT «SO All 
Vans Solo Side~car | Vehicles 


Number at end of month = } 
19h 
ae5 | 


2165633 
170,024, 


17,111 329 5219 
2675352 


278 51,06 


August, 19.39 x 
July, 1942 p 
December, 194.3 


Increase during os 


779639 7% 15331 


70,898 {1,351 
75,068 | 15348 


ee 


1943 = July 252 ~ 5 705 
Auge 293 1 (=) 18 650 
Septe 4.53 - (—) 114 900 
Octe Th - 8h. 4, 266 
Nove 999 ~ 5 1,754 
Dec. 1,317 es 30 294.96 


July "4.2 to Doce 'h3e 7,224 


x Prewar peake f Lowest wartime number of carse 


